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Pathology

The organism is considered a nonpathogen

Diagnosis

Diagnosis is by cultural isolation (Hill, 1974a; Young and Hill, 1974;
Cassell et al., 1983a) Use of the mycoplasma enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay (Cassell and Brown, 1983) for diagnosing this infection has not been
investigated.

Control

No data are available. Presumably, cesarean derivation and barrier
maintenance would be effective

Intetference with Research
Unknown

K Virus

Significance
Very low

Perspective

This agent was originally isolated by Kilham (1952) from asymptomatic
C3H mice carrying the Bittner agent Although the virus initially attracted
much attention for causing pneumomtis when passaged to infant mice (Fisher
and Kilham, 1953; Kilham and Murphy, 1953), it is now mainly of interest
as an experimental model of acute and persistent papovavirus infections in
mice

Agent

The agent is a small DNA virus, family Papovaviridae, genus Polyoma-
virus K virus is taxonormcally related to polyomavirus, but the two agents
are immunologically distinct (Dalton et al., 1963; Mattern et al., 1963;
Bond et al, 1978). Virions are spherical and measure 35-45 nm in diame-
ter. Synonyms for K virus are K papovavirus (Jordan and Doughty, 1969,